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Notwithstanding the ongoing controversy over government foot-dragging in carrying out a purge
of military officers accused of human rights violations (see CAU 01/15/93), army programs to
reduce overall troop strength are running ahead of schedule. The purge of officers deemed unfit
for service in a peacetime military and the overall reduction in the size of the army were two of the
key provisions contained in the 1992 Salvadoran peace accords. In Jan. 19 comments to reporters,
deputy defense minister Gen. Orlando Zepeda said that by the end of the month, the army will
have completed reductions to 31,500 troops, down from a high of 63,000 troops during the war.
According to Zepeda, under the current compliance timetable, reduction of troop strength by
50% was to have been completed by mid-1994. The army began its reduction programs in August
1992. Since then, 19 counterinsurgency units have been dissolved, as have four rapid response
battalions (BIRIs). The last remaining BIRI, the Arce battalion, is scheduled for demobilization Feb.
6. Meanwhile, in a communique published in local newspapers Jan. 19, five non-governmental
human rights groups urged the administration of President Alfredo Cristiani to comply fully with
the purge recommendations. The groups asserted that it is no longer incumbent on the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) to negotiate the issue with the government. According to
the communique, although the proposed purge was first concretized in the context of the peace
accords signed between the government and the FMLN, "in essence it is not a problem between
the two sides in the conflict, but rather an issue of national interest...impunity for those who have
violated human rights constitutes an obstacle to the consolidation of democracy. We believe such
consolidation requires immediate and unconditional application of the Ad Hoc Commission's
recommendations as a necessary step in the process of eliminating impunity forever." (Sources:
Agence France- Presse, Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/19/93)
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